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1844. 



REPORT OF THE COUNCIL. 

Read at the Anniversary Meeting, 27th May. 

The Council have much pleasure in reporting that the accession 
of new members since the last Anniversary has been double that 
of the former year ; — 38 ordinary and one corresponding member, 
Count Ranuzzi, of Bologna, having been elected. There have 
occurred in the same period 23 vacancies, of which 10 by death 
and 7 resignations. Six members have been struck off for non- 
payment. The Society now consists of 671 members, exclusive 
of 61 Foreign Honorary and Corresponding Members. 

It is also with no ordinary gratification the Council announce 
that His Royal Highness Prince Albert has graciously conde- 
scended to accept the office of Vice- Patron of the Society. 

Finances. — By a reference to the accompanying Balance-sheet, 
made up to the 31st of December, 1843, the members will ob- 
serve that the expenditure continues to be kept down to what is 
strictly indispensable. The circumstance which rendered neces- 
sary the sale of 580Z. stock in the early part of the financial year 
was explained in the last Report of Council, and the Council 
have great pleasure in stating that no fresh necessity has since 
occurred for trenching on the Society's funds. Nor are there at 
the present moment any sums due by the Society beyond current 
expenses. 

Arrears. — The arrears of annual subscription, though dimi- 
nished, still unfortunately continue to be considerable. They 
amounted on the 1st of January to 556/., of which, since that 
date, 133/. have been collected. Of the amount still remaining 
due, 3057. are considered recoverable. 

Money Grants. — No money grants have been made since the 
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last Anniversary, but the sum of 50/. has been paid to Mr. 
Howse, of Cirencester, it being the remainder of a grant made to 
that gentleman by a Resolution of Council bearing date the 7th 
June, 1834, in order to enable him to publish a grammar of the 
Cree language, for which assistance a proportionate number of 
copies of the work are to be the property of the Society. 

Royal Donation. — Of the two gold medals forming the 
donation of Her Most Gracious Majesty, that called the 
Founder's Medal has been awarded to Mr. William J. Hamilton 
for his valuable researches in Asia Minor, and the important 
work in which he has consigned their results ; and that called 
the Patron's Medal to M. Adolph Ermann for his important 
geographical labours in Siberia and Kamstchatka, his numerous 
astronomical determinations of positions, and his magnetic ob- 
servations, as also for his valuable work '• Reise um die Erde." 

Private Donations. — It will be seen by the Balance-sheet that 
the Society is indebted to the liberality of the Rev. Thomas 
Halford- for a donation of 501. ; and the Council have much plea- 
sure in announcing that Mr. James Alexander, who presented a 
like sum in 1842, has, in the present year, sent a second donation 
of the same amount. 

Journal. — The Council have to regret the circumstances which 
have prevented the latter numbers of the Journal from appear- 
ing in due season. Experience having convinced them that such 
delay in its appearance is ever likely to result from its not being 
edited by the Secretary, the Council have finally settled that the 
duties of Secretary and Editor shall be vested in the same person ; 
and they make no doubt, from the known zeal, industry, and 
regularity of your present Secretary, that the arrears of the Jour- 
nal will be got up in the present year, and that henceforth it will 
appear with the same regularity that characterised its publication 
before the duties were separated. 

Index. — With regard to the Index, the Council, in considera- 
tion of its great utility, have ordered it to be printed forthwith, 
though the number of names inscribed for it is very far from 
securing a sum sufficient to defray the expense. It is now going 
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through the press, and will be ready for delivery before the end 
of the Session, when it is confidently anticipated that every one 
who has the Journal will take a copy, in order that the finances 
of the Society be not burthened with the expense of printing a 
work, the preparation of which has been a gratuitous labour on 
the part of your Secretary. 

Library. — The accessions to the Library since the last Anni- 
versary Meeting consist of 256 volumes, 3 atlases, and 218 maps 
and charts, 99 of which latter have been, with their usual libe- 
rality, presented by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 
The Society is also indebted to Mr. Mai by for two very hand- 
some modern 18-inch globes, and to Lady Tremaine Rodd for a 
medallion of her father, the celebrated Major Rennell. 

The same want of means alluded to in the last Report of 
Council unhappily precludes that arrangement of our books and 
maps so essential to their perfect preservation. Notwithstanding 
which, the Council, in concluding this Report, are happy to state 
that the Society is in an improving condition, and that little 
more is wanting to ensure an increase of its energies than a con- 
stant accession of new members to overbalance vacancies, and a 
punctual payment of annual subscriptions. 
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